
IMTC
INTERNATIONAL MOBILITY & TRADE CORRIDOR PROGRAM

28 years of coordinated 
border planning for the 

Cascade Gateway region

Over $50 million (USD) of 
projects funded in the U.S. 

and Canada

Binationally recognized as 
a model of cross-border 

collaboration

The International Mobility and Trade Corridor Program (IMTC) is a binational coalition of government, business interests, and non-
governmental entities that supports improvements to safety, mobility, and security for the Cascade Gateway – the five land border 
ports-of-entry connecting Western Washington State and Lower Mainland British Columbia.
The IMTC Program is run by the Whatcom Council of Governments (WCOG), a U.S. metropolitan planning organization (MPO) in 
Bellingham, Washington. Being largely composed of government agency representatives, the IMTC coalition does not advocate for 
regulatory or legislative changes. Rather, through the IMTC Program, participants coordinate planning, identify shared system 
needs, and optimize investments and operations through collaboration, innovation, and partnership. 

GOALS & STRATEGIES
1. Coordinate planning
2. Improve regional cross-border trade and 

transportation data
3. Support infrastructure improvements
4. Support coordinated implementation of U.S. 

and Canadian border policy
5. Improve operations

PARTICIPANTS
B.C. Ministry of Transportation • B.C. Trucking Association 

• Border Policy Research Institute (WWU) • Canada Border 

Services Agency •  Canadian Consulate • Chambers of 

Commerce • Duty Free Stores • Port of Bellingham • TransLink 

• Transport Canada • U.S. Border Patrol • U.S. Consulate • 

U.S. Customs & Border Protection • U.S. Federal Highway 

Administration • U.S. General Services Administration • 

Vancouver Airport Authority (YVR) • Whatcom Council of 

Governments • WA State Department of Transportation

2024 - 2025 IMTC PROJECTS
IMTC stakeholders oversee regional border-related projects that meet program goals and 
improve the operations of our regional border crossings.  

THE CASCADE GATEWAY ADVANCED BORDER INFORMATION SYSTEM (ABIS) PROJECT

WCOG was awarded $458,000 from the FY 2022 SMART Grants Stage I Program to evaluate 
technologies to replace aging border wait time systems, resulting in a high-level design. In 
2024, the ABIS Implementation Project was 1 of 8 projects awarded funding through Stage 
II funding. WSDOT will receive $6,599,400 to implement the project.

2025/2026 PERSONAL VEHICLE INTERCEPT SURVEY

IMTC participants have identified the need to periodically evaluate trip details of travelers 
crossing at the Cascade Gateway ports-of-entry. These surveys help inform regional 
investment strategies, and provide insight into travel trends. This study is underway and 
will conclude in Spring 2026.

2026 FIFA WORLD CUP GAMES PREPARATIONS

IMTC stakeholders are collaboratively planning for the 2026 FIFA World Cup, as both 
Seattle, WA and Vancouver, BC are host cities. Data is shared as it’s made available.
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IMTC FUNDING BY SOURCE (1999-2025)

Listed in U.S. dollars (in thousands). Does not include $24,557,500 from 
U.S. Federal Highway Administration for I-5 improvements at Exit 276 
related to the Peace Arch redesign.
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Data Sources: Bank of Canada, Canada Border Services Agency, Cascade Gateway 
Border Data Warehouse (www.cascadegatewaydata.com), Statistics Canada, U.S. 
Bureau of Transportation Statistics, U.S. Customs & Border Protection.  
Data Compiled By: Whatcom Council of Governments

NORTHBOUND AUTO VOLUMES (2010-2024)
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SOUTHBOUND AUTO VOLUMES (2010-2024)
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TRUCK VOLUMES (2010-2024)
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Data Sources: Canada Border Services Agency, Cascade Gateway Border Data Ware-
house (www.cascadegatewaydata.com), U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Bureau 
of Transportation Statistics, U.S. Customs & Border Protection 
Data Compiled By: Whatcom Council of Governments
Note: Trade value figures are based on declared trade value and adjusted to 2000 U.S. 
Dollars based on U.S. Department of Labor Statistics import and export price indices. 

TRADE VALUE BY PORT
2015-2024, U.S. to Canada and Canada to U.S. by year, port, and mode, in USD (millions)
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2024 TRUCK COMMODITIES
U.S. to Canada and Canada to U.S. by commodity, Pacific Highway, Lynden/Aldergrove, & 
Sumas/Abbotsford-Huntingdon combined, in USD (millions)
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AVERAGE  BORDER WAIT TIME
Wait times in minutes, Peace Arch/Douglas & Pacific Highway Ports, by year, season, & direction
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Data Sources: Canada Border Services Agency, U.S. Customs & Border Protection 
Data Compiled By: Whatcom Council of Governments

ANNUAL BORDER VOLUME COMPARISONS
By port, mode, and direction
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